‘sRMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


VOL. II, NO. 1 N | \ \ ) S NOVEMBER, 1946 


ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


14TH CENTURY MEDICAL MANUSCRIPT ACQUIRED 


Now on display in the Reference Room of the Army Medical 
Library is a rare manuscript, probably the only one extant of three 
medical works by the great Italian physician of the 13th century, 
Taddeo Alderotti de Florentie, immortalized by Dante, and founder 
of the dialectical method in medicine. Written about 1375, and 
bound in three volumes, it contains 278 leaves in gothic characters 
in two columns, 62-64 lines to a page, with rubrication in red and 
blue. It is known to be the only manuscript example of Taddeo’s 
works in the United States. 

Castiglioni’s A History of Medicine mentions Taddeo as among 
the first Bolognese physicians who gained great contemporary re- 
nown. He was regarded as the most illustrious physician of all Italy. 
It is possible that Dante, who studied at Bologna, attended his lec- 
tures. As a practitioner, he was much sought after and accumu- 
lated great wealth. He is known to have charged 3000 crowns in 
one case, and before undertaking the treatment of Pope Honorius 
IV, who died under his care, he declared that he would not move for 
less than 100 ducats a day. 

To Taddeo is owed a new form of medical literature, the so- 
called Consilia, that is, a collection of clinical cases. This literary 
form had considerable vogue up to the end of the 17th century. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS MISSION 


Scott Adams, Chief of the Acquisition Division, and at present 
in Germany as a member of the Library of Congress Mission secur- 
ing foreign publications for American libraries, reports excellent 
progress to date. In a recent letter, Mr. Adams states that the 
Library can count on 100% coverage of any postwar medical pub- 
lications, and that we will be able to secure 80% of all medical pub- 
lications of war years, which is excellent considering the enormous 
stock of books bombed and burned. He is now working on several 
projects, including the restoration of normal exchange relations 
between learned and scientific societies and libraries. Mr. Adams 
reports that medical libraries are practically non-existent and that 
books from most of the libraries which survived are still scattered in 
depositories throughout Germany. 
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During his trip he visited two of the Library’s Consultants, 
Mr. Geoffrey Keynes in London and General Edgar Erskine Hume in 
Austria, as well as many of the Library’s foreign agents. 


ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY REPRESENTED IN MODERN 
MEDICINE EXHIBITION 


An interesting exhibit of medical art, arranged by Modern 
Medicine, was on display in the Cleveland Public Hall for the thirty- 
first annual meeting of the Interstate Post Graduate Medical Asso- 
ciation of North America, 15-18 October. Examples of some of 
the earliest medical illustrations appearing in 16th and 17th century 


rare books were loaned for the show by the History of Medicine 
Division. 


CENTENNIAL OF SURGICAL ANESTHESIA 


A recent publication of interest is the Centennial of Surgical 
Anesthesia, an annotated catalog of books and pamphlets bearing on 
the early history of surgical anesthesia, compiled by John F. Fulton, 
M. D. and Madeline E. Stanton, A. B. of the Yale Medical Library. 
Attention is called to the preface and to the introductory paragraphs 
to each section which discuss material pertaining to one of the most 
lively and acrimonious quarrels in medical history. This publication, 
put together in preparation for a Centennial Exhibit on the early 
history of anesthesia at the Yale School of Medicine, October 1946, 
should be of great value to those working in this field. 


PUBLICATION AVAILABLE TO LIBRARIES 


A limited number of copies of the Proceedings of the second 
general meeting of the Honorary Consultants are available for dis- 
tribution to libraries. Among items of interest contained in the 
publication are, ‘““Medical Book Selection in the Army,” “Rare Books 
and Librarianship,” and “The Form of the Book,” an extensively 
illustrated article on bookbinding. Requests should be addressed 
to the Public Relations Officer, Army Medical Library, 7th Street 
and Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington 25, D. C. 


MEDICAL CARDS AVAILABLE TO LIBRARIES 


Beginning 1 October 1946, entries prepared by the Army Medi- 
cal Library will be printed and made available for distribution by 
the Library of Congress. These entries, prepared according to sim- 
plified cataloging rules, will vary from the present Library of Con- 
gress cards in certain details. They will carry the subject headings 
and the new classification numbers of the Army Medical Library. 
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Subscriptions for the series should be placed with the Card Division 
of the Library of Congress, to which all inquiries regarding these 


cards should be addressed. 


VISITORS 


Recent visitors at the Army Medical Library included the fol- 
lowing officers of the Chinese Medical Corps: Major General Hsu 
Hsi-lin, Colonel Peng Tah-mou, Colonel Woo Ling-sun, Colonel 
Chao Chan, Colonel Shiao Ping, Major Hsueh Ying-kwei. 

Among Spanish visitors were José Blanco, Colonel Médico del 
Ejercito Espanol, Madrid; José Palma, Commandante Médico del 
Ejercito Espanol, Sevilla, and Dr. Tomas Revilla, Assistant Professor, 
Universidad de Madrid, Director of the Dispensario Antimeningi- 
tico, Psychiatrist of Tribunal Tutelar de Minores. Dr. Revilla is 
doing considerable research on meningitis at the Army Medical 
Library. 

The Library Hall Register also carries the names of Dr. M. 
Aldel Moneim Riad Bey, Councillor of State of Egypt; Dr. Medhat 
Naquib, Major, M. C., Egyptian Army, and Mr. and Mrs. G. Naquib 
of the Egyptian Consulate, New York City. 

Colonel Ernest Robert Gentry, USA, Retired, is at present 
carrying on research at the Army Medical Library for the new edi- 
tion of his section on undulant fever in “Oxford Medicine.” 

Dr. Vassili V. Parin, Secretary General of the Soviet Academy 
of Medical Sciences, and one of Russia’s most distinguished scientists, 
visited the Library, 23 October. Dr. Parin, whose field is physiology, 
isa consultant to the U. S. National Institute of Health. 

Dr. Erik Warburg, Professor of Internal Medicine in the Uni- 
versity of Copenhagen, and Physican in Chief of the Rigshospitalet, 
also visited the Library during October. 


PERSONALS. 


Major General Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General of the 
Army, was recently awarded the Cross of the Legion of Honor at 
the office of the French Military Attaché, Washington. The presen- 
tation was made by General Raymond Debenedette, Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the French Army. 

Dr. Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, and Mr. Keyes D. 
Metcalf, Director of Harvard University Libraries, were among 
twelve prominent librarians and museum directors who received 
honorary degrees from Yale University on 19 October. President 
Charles Seymour of Yale conferred the degrees of Doctor of Humane 
Letters on Drs. Evans and Metcalf. 
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Colonel Leon L. Gardner, The Director of the Library, attended 
the annual meeting of the Association of Military Surgeons in Detroit 
and also the Centennial of Surgical Anesthesia at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston during the past month. 

Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, The Librarian of the Army Medical Li- 
brary, attended a conference on 12 October, called by the Council 
of National Library Associations and the American Council of 
Learned Societies. The group discussed the possibility of instituting 
a series of scholarly publications dealing with the history and philos- 
ophy of librarianship. It was agreed that further exploration of the 
subject should be made during the course of the coming winter. 

As a token of appreciation for his leadership as Director of the 
Army Institute of Pathology during the war, the staff of the Insti- 
tute gave a party in honor of Colonel James E. Ash at the Army- 
Navy Country Club, 25 October. Colonel Ash is shortly to retire 
after serving with distinction since February 1937. He has been 
appointed Scientific Director of the American Registry of Pathol- 
ogy in which capacity he will continue his scientific work at the 
A.LP. 

Dr. J. Ben Robinson of Baltimore and Dr. Morris Fishbein of 
Chicago are included among additional medical experts whose ap- 
pointments as civilian consultants to The Secretary of War were 
announced recently. Dr. Fishbein, editor of the American Medical 
Association Journal and Dr. Robinson, Dean of the Dental School, 
Maryland University, will both serve as historian advisors. 


HENRY’S WORM LOZENGES 


Like our modern singing radio commercials is this choice bit 
taken from a late 19th century leaflet published in Burlington, Vt. 


“The shades of night were falling fast, 
As through a Down East city passed 
A boy, who hastened straight ahead, 
Ard ever as he ran he said, 

“‘Henry’s Worm Lozenges.’ 


When people asked him, why so quick? 

He said, the baby’s very sick, 

And I was told in haste to come, 

And with all speed to get him some 
“Henry’s Worm Lozenges.’ 


The neighbors all have tried them well, 

And they most wond’rous stories tell 

Of children cured of many ills, 

By giving them, instead of pills, 
“Henry’s Worm Lozenges.” 








